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Dear Corporation Commissioners
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/08/04/us/04land.html
Here is an interesting and hopeful article about wind machines from the New York Times this morning
This small community worked together with others to address the rising fuel cost. How refreshing

I received a notice from our power company Sulpher Springs Valley Electric stating they were applying for an increase
the first one in 15 years. It would seem practical for our leaders to look at other avenues for power, think outside the box
l hope you do not give them an increase. One of SSVEC's request regarding the basic monthly service fee from $7.50 to
$11 and some change was pretty evasive. It sounded mike they were a bit short of funds in one area so they would just up
the basic service fee to every one to make up the unaccounted for difference

In my opinion, it seems reasonable to only charge those who use service exactly what they use, not just round up a
shortage and pass it to every one. This argument comes from two thoughts

1) If you have rental property that is not rented because of economic issues, you are using little to no service with a 46%
plus increase on the basic service portion alone just to keep the power on to show the property. Fixed income retirees are
going to have a difficult time with this also

2) For some reason sales tax (6.33% our rate) is assessed to basic service. This makes the increase more than 46% and
it is not a tangible product and I argue that basic service is likened to labor and should not be assessed a transaction
privilege tax at all. There is no tax on freight or labor if stated separately on an invoice, If basic service is the labor office

ice supplies, the postage - now higher than the cost of envelopes is not taxable, the meters are read electronically,
help, envelopes, stamps for sending the bills - there is no tax on labor the envelopes had tax added when purchased as

SO

We may not have the wind power, but we certainly have the sun. From your position, will you offer guidance and direction
or at least say no to another increase so our utilities companies have to think outside the box in order to keep utilities
reasonable to all the communities SSVEC serves?
l would like to see the power companies a little more helpful in the area of assisting consumers put in solar or wind and
sell back the extra power is provides to the utility

Sincerely
Arizona Corporation Commission

Donna Schmelzla
dschmelzla@vtc.net
(520)507-7068
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August 4, 2008

In the Hills of Nebraska, Change Is on the Horizon
ByDAN BARRY

AINSWORTH. Neb

Driving south out of the agricultural town of Ainsworth, you can't miss its newest crop: wind turbines, three

dozen of them, with steel stalks 230 feet high and petal-like blades 131 feet long, sprouting improbably from

the sand hills of north-centralNebraska, beside ruminating cattle

Though painted gray, the turbines standout against the evening backdrop of battleship-colored thunderclouds

and bear an almost celestial whiteness when day's light is right. Airplane pilots can spot them from far away

and rarely does a bird make their unfortunate acquaintance

The sound of 8.5-ton blades, three to a turbine, turning and turning, only enhances their almost supernatural

presence. Standing at the base of a turbine's stalk, you hear a whistling whoosh - huh huh huh - as

steady summer winds come like the breath of gods to toy with pinwheel amusements

Six renewable energy technicians share in tending this strange garden, including Jered Saar and Devin Painter

neither of whom could be described as chatty. Mr. Painter, 25, is the son of ranchers; when he's worldng at the

top of a turbine, he can see his family's spread miles away. Mr. Saar, 34, comes from the nearby town of

Bassett; he spent last year in Iraq with the Nebraska Army National Guard, and yes, he would rather be here

than there

Wearing sunglasses and hard hats, they drive the undulating hills in a white pickup truck emblazoned with the

name of their employer, the Nebraska Public Power District, often stopping to check a turbine's control panel

or to climb dozens of feet up its spine to the gear box. Or, simply, to listen attentively to the huh-whuh

whuhing rhythms

The sound, they say, of energy created; of less coal burned; of the future

Ainsworth, population 1,8oo, maybe, embraces its intimate remoteness. For example, local officials say that

back in the 1980s a professional bowler was interviewed on national television about his plans to attend a

horseshoe tournament in Ainsworth; when asked where Ainsworth was, he replied: the middle of nowhere

The town now has an annual Middle of Nowhere festival

One of the blessings of being in the middle of this nowhere is its wind. Years ago, after setting up wind

monitors at nine spots around the state, energy officials discovered that Ainsworth and its surroundingareas

had wonderful prevailing winds flowing down from Canada and up from Mexico: winds that carried the

Goldilocks charm of being neither too hard nor too soft, but just right

THIS LAND
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There's a free shot of it coming from the north," explains John B. Richards, an engineer for Nebraska Public

'You look north and you don't see much getting in the way

Nebraska Public first tapped into this natural gift a decade ago by building two modest, 750-ldlowatt turbines

in Springview, a dot of a town 20 miles north of here that was previously known mostly for its rich history of

lynch mobs and horse thieves. The town quickly seized upon its new distinction as the home of wind turbines

generating power for nearly 4oo homes. The main street became Turbine Avenue, town elders began an

annual Turbine Days celebration and someone opened a store called the Turbine Mart

Utility officials harbored larger hopes for Ainsworth, in part because suitable transmission lines were already

in place. Soon consultants and engineers were descending upon the sand hills, which had been good for little

more than hunting and grazing since forever, and coming up with solutions for matters like how to build the

turbines without disturbing the American burying bide, an endangered species with a taste for carrion

After determining the best locations for the 36 turbines, Nebraska Public struck a long-term deal with some

ranchers for 11,000 acres: the turbines would take up about 50 acres, the cattle could roam the rest of the land

and no development would come along to impede the flow of the wind

In May 2005, crews began erecting 195-ton wind turbines, one after another. Crowds gathered to watch the

construction, which altered the Ainsworth horizon in a way that might have been imagined only by Dali, or

Christo

It was, shall we say, somewhat of a godsend when we were picked to be the first major wind farm in

Nebraska," says Russ Moody, mayor of Ainsworth. "And to be honest with you, I don't think I've heard

anybody grumble about them as far as the looks

By the fall of 2005, the $81.3 million project was complete. Nebraska Public created a viewing area near the

mainroad, where visitors could consider the larger meaning of these gargantuan, color-changing flowers of

steel. They soon became a source of state pride, as did the very wind

Nebraska has wind," a Nebraska Public brochure boldly states. "In fact, the state ranks 6th in America for

wind development potential

In its first two years of operation, the Ainsworth wind project has sent enough energy to a national grid to

power about 19,000 homes a year - or about 1 percent of the state's needs, which are satisfied mostly by coal

burning and nuclear plants

One percent is a lot of energy," Mr. Richards says

These days, fewer and fewer cars are pulling up to the viewing area in Ainsworth. And up in Spn'ngview, the

twin turbines have been dismantled and sold for parts, mostly because the outdated machinery could not keep

up with the wind. The Turbine Mart has closed

But this does not mean that Nebraska's interest in wind is flagging. The sight of a truck lugging a massive

midsection of a wind turbine down a state highway only hints at the rush among public utilities and private
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companies, investors and speculators. Nebraska Public, for example, will buy the energy created by two wind

farms being built by private developers 140 miles east of here, and will replace those two turbines up in

Springview by next year. It hopes that within a decade or so, 10 percent of its energy will be produced by clean

free, plentiful wind

But someone has to mind the turbines: someone like Jered Saar; someone like Devin Painter

The two men drive the sand hills, tending to their crop. They know the 36 turbines by name and idiosyncrasy

the tendencies of T-9, of T-24, of T-35. They know how the blades will seek the wind like flowers seeking the

sun; how come winter, the blades will turn north to receive strong winds carrying the whiff of a feedlot in town

They know that winds blowing 9 miles an hour begin to create energy, and winds blowing more than 45 miles

an hour mean the turbines will shut down in self-protection

This time a year ago, Staff Sergeant Saar was providing security to convoys snaking through dangerous, nerve

raw terrain; two soldiers from his company, the 755th Chemical, were lolled. Now he snakes through hills of

calm, his only neighbors some American burying beetles, the occasional deer or grouse, and herds of cows

If he sees connections between diesel two lives of his, if he sees the ceaseless need for energy as the common

thread, he does not say. The Nebraska winds blow, the turning blades create a new land of power, huh

huh huh, and the man says it again: "I definitely would much rather be here than there
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